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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 
1 . Claims 1 -32 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With regard to claims 1 and 14: 
These claims are allowable over the prior art of record because the latter, either alone 
or in combination, does not disclose nor render obvious a cleaving device comprising a 
housing having an internal chamber and an elongated opening extending between an 
exterior end opening exterior of the housing and an inward end communicating with the 
internal chamber, the elongated opening having a longitudinal axis and being sized to 
receive an optical fiber to be cleaved, the elongated opening holding the fiber with a 
longitudinal axis of the fiber in general alignment with the longitudinal axis of the 
elongated opening and permitting the fiber to extend beyond the inward end of the 
elongated opening and into the internal chamber, a head mounted within the housing 
internal chamber adjacent to the inward end of the elongated opening, the head being 
reciprocally moveable inward and outward with the inward movement being along an 
inward travel path having a direction transverse to the longitudinal axis of the elongated 
opening and hence the longitudinal axis of the fiber when inserted into and extending 
through the elongated opening, the head having an inward facing fiber bending portion 
and an inward facing fiber cutting portion with the fiber bending portion extending inward 
beyond the fiber cutting portion to contact the fiber before the fiber cutting portion as the 
head moves along the inward travel path, the fiber bending portion being located 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/783,996 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2883 

spaced apart from the inward end of the elongated opening along the longitudinal axis 
of the elongated opening, and the fiber cutting portion being located between the fiber 
bending portion and the inward end of the elongated opening along the longitudinal axis 
of the elongated opening, and adjacent to the inward end of the elongated opening, the 
head being movable along the inward travel path for cleaving of the fiber from an initial 
position whereat the head permits the fiber to be inserted into the elongated opening 
and extend through and beyond the inward end of the elongated opening and into the 
internal chamber with the fiber bending and fiber cutting portions of the head out of 
contact with the fiber, through a first portion of the inward travel path and then through a 
second portion of the inward travel path to accomplish cleaving of the fiber, to a final 
position whereat the fiber is cleaved and the head can be returned to the initial position, 
the fiber bending portion of the head extending sufficiently inward beyond the fiber 
cutting portion of the head such that during the first travel portion the fiber bending 
portion contacts and bends the fiber to induce tension in the fiber with the fiber cutting 
portion remaining out of contact with the fiber, and the fiber cutting portion of the head 
extending inward less than the fiber bending portion such that during the second travel 
portion the fiber cutting portion contacts and at least partially cuts the fiber while the 
fiber bending portion of the head continues to contact and increase the bend of the fiber 
to cause separation of a cut end of the fiber as the head is moved toward the final 
position, an actuation member having a user operable portion positioned exterior of the 
housing for application of an inward force thereto and an engagement portion positioned 
to engage the head and apply the inward force to the head to move the head along the 
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inward travel path from the initial position to the final position, and a return member 
arranged to apply an outward force to the head to move the head outward along an 
outward travel path between the final position and the initial position when the inward 
force on the head is sufficiently removed, whereby after insertion of an optical fiber 
through the elongated opening and into the internal chamber, the head is moved along 
the inward travel path by applying the inward force on the user operable portion of the 
actuation member to sequentially bend, and then cut and further bend the fiber to 
cleave off the cut end of the fiber, in combination with the rest of the claimed limitations. 

With regard to claims 1-13 and 15-32: 
These claims are allowable over the prior art of record because they depend on 
allowable claims 1 and 14. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on 07 January 2005 disclaiming the terminal portion 
of any patent granted on this application, which would extend beyond the expiration 
date of US patent 6,695,191 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal 
disclaimer has been recorded. 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Reid et al (WO 91/03750) teaches a fiber cleaver is an actuator for cleaving the 
fiber. 

• Grois et al (US 5,063,672) teaches a hand held cleaver. 

• Edwards et al (US 5,301 ,868) teaches a scribe and break tool with a spring 
actuator and fiber holder. 

• labeling (US 6,688,207 B2) teaches a duel blade cleaver. 

• Itano et al (US 2004/0099121 A1 ) teaches a fiber cleaver with an actuator that 
moves a cutting surface that bends and scores a fiber. 

Contact Information 

Any. inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan Lepisto whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1 946. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank Font can be reached on (571 ) 272-2415. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direci.uspio.gov. Shouid 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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